Syllabus for English 3B
433-0995 ext. 7312; pkramer@boone.k12.ia.us
Room 7312, Boone High School

General Overview:  This course is required of all Boone High School students for graduation. Curriculum for the course focuses on research methods, analytical writing, and American literature.

Units of study: 
· Death of a Salesman by Arthur Miller
		This unit will involve reading the play aloud in class, checking for comprehension as we go.  Students will work in Learning Communities to analyze the piece, examining character development and other elements.  Additionally, students will watch the play and analyze the film version.  Finally, students will create a video to reflect their analytical thinking about this classic American play.  Students are expected to complete some research paper preparation, for there will be little or no homework during this unit.

· Author Research Paper Unit
		The research project will focus on an American author born BEFORE 1940; it will include MLA components.  Students will read at least ONE significant piece by their selected author and give a one-on-one book talk with the teacher.  Students will produce a formal research paper in MLA format of 5 pages typed and an annotated bibliography.  Five sources will be required.  Specific details and a PACKET will be provided to students.

· The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain
		This unit will involve reading this classic novel independently.  We will learn why this is such a major American novel, why it is frequently banned.  We will also study plot, setting, character, theme, point of view and another elements of literature. Final project will be an ethical will completed from the perspective of a major character.


· Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury
		This unit will also involve extensive independent reading of the novel, with class periods devoted to reading and discussing.  Following the novel, students will complete a multi-genre project based on a social issue reflected in Fahrenheit 451. The goal of the multi-genre project is to have students think of the topic in different ways and use creativity in expressing these thoughts.  One piece of the multi-genre project MUST be a persuasive mini-research paper of 300 words to reflect an understanding of the concepts taught in the previous research unit.  Three sources will be required. 

Late work policy
Please make sure you understand the English 3B late work policy: 
· Late work can be handed in for 1⁄2 credit 
· After one week, late work will NOT be accepted
If you are in a program (such as TLC or resource room) that may allow you extended time for some assignments, it is important that you communicate with me when you need extra time to complete an assignment. Talk with me before the deadline to let me know that you need extended time and give me your best estimation of when the assignment will be completed. 


Rules and Expectations
1. Arrive to class on time. 
2. Plan to spend time outside of class on homework for English 3B. You routinely will need to complete reading and other assignments outside of class time. 
3. Understand that academic dishonesty (cheating or plagiarism) will be dealt with seriously--it will result in a zero for the assignment. 
4. Please bring a notebook to use as a class journal. 

Make-up work policy
When you are absent, of course you are responsible for finding out about what you missed. If you missed a quiz or similar activity, it may be necessary for you to come in outside of class--within a day or two or your absence--to make it up. Advanced make-up work is due up before you miss class (this includes absences due to school activities). You are welcome to see me before or after school for help with make-up work. Most days I am available between 7:15 and 8:55 a.m. and 3:20 and 3:45 p.m. to work with students. 

Semester Exam:
· The semester test counts 10 percent of the semester grade.

Grading Components:  Total points are used.
· Daily work
· Unit tests and quizzes
· Unit projects
· Final exam
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