Mr. Kramer

Information about English 3A

Theme of this course: 

Y AMERICAN VALUES Z
Areas of study

Reading units:
• Unit 1: A Gathering of Voices




• Unit 2: A Growing Nation



• Unit 3: Division, Reconciliation, and Expansion



• Unit 4: Disillusion, Defiance, and Discontent



• Unit 5: Prosperity and Protest 




• Unit 6: New Voices, New Frontiers:





Readings from the American Author of your choice for the Multigenre Project



Note: We will study and apply literary terms to all these works.

Major Projects 
• Unit 1: Autobiographical Narrative



• Unit 2: Write Like Edgar Allan Poe (Horror Writing) & Poetry Analysis



• Unit 3: Literary Analysis (Naturalism)

 


• Unit 4: Multimedia Presentation



• Unit 5: Our Town Test




• Unit 6: Multigenre Research Project
Speaking and Listening
• Participation in large and small group discussion





• Reading aloud





• Formal and informal presentations to the class

Info related to grades

Graded activities include written assignments, quizzes, independent reading requirements, presentations, and small- and large-group activities. 
Make-up work policy


When you are absent, of course you are responsible for finding out about what you missed. If you missed a quiz or similar activity, it may be necessary for you to come in outside of class--within a day or two or your absence--to make it up. Advanced make-up work is due up before you miss class (this includes absences due to school activities). You are encouraged to see me before or after school for help with make-up work. Most days I am available between 7:30 and 8:00 a.m. and 3:10 and 4:00 p.m. to work with students.

Late work policy
Homework is a necessary part of the English curriculum, and in order for students to be prepared for class each day, homework needs to be completed on time. 

The following policy will be used in regard to late work:

· Students will turn in all assigned work on the due dates. It is expected that all work be completed. 
· The penalty for work turned in late without prior arrangements is a deduction of 10% of the possible points for each class the work is late, to a maximum deduction of 50%. 
· Please note that it is far better to turn your work in late than it is to get zero points for not turning it in at all.
Independent reading requirements


You are required to choose and complete books of your choice by your chosen contemporary American author (wrote primarily post 1945) to read.  One must be read by midterm of first quarter and one by midterm of third quarter. As you read your books, you will complete a reading journal about your reactions to the novel, and will turn in your reading journal for scoring.
Rules and Expectations

1. Arrive to class on time. You will be considered tardy if you are not in the classroom when the bell sounds. If you are tardy you are expected to sign in to class on the tardy tracker with the date and time that you arrived to class.  First and second tardies: Student will receive warnings. Third tardy: 15 minutes of classroom detention. Fourth and fifth tardies: 30 minutes of classroom detention. After the fifth tardy, student will be referred to administration. Be aware that if you show up ten or more minutes late unexcused to class, it is no longer a tardy but instead is an unexcused absence.

2. Plan to spend time outside of class on homework for English 3A. You routinely will need to complete reading assignments outside of class time.


3. Understand that academic dishonesty (cheating or plagiarism) will be dealt with seriously--it will earn you a zero for the assignment.


4. Please bring a writing utensil and loose-leaf paper with you each day to class.

Cell Phone policy


When you enter the classroom you will be expected to silence your cellular phone and place it in “cell phone day care.”  If I find you using your cell phone during class or your cell phone rings/vibrates (in or out of day care) your phone will be placed in “jail” (locked in my file cabinet), and you will be able to get it back after school that day.  Refusal to follow these policies will result in a referral to administration.  


During certain class periods we will be utilizing our cell phones as resources.  Instructions will be given on those days as to their use.  Any use of cell phones beyond the completion of assigned work will result in the “jailing” of your cell phone.

